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HOME TO COLLEGE TRAVEL ASSISTANCE  

FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS WHO ARE OVER 16 

Eligibility criteria 

The majority of students with special educational needs will not require transport to college, 
as schools will fully prepare them for the transition with independent travel skills enabling 
travel by existing public or college transport. 

Please contact your school or AccesstoResources@derby.gov.uk for information on how 
you can be supported to travel independently. 

Applications for transport assistance for September 2018 should be returned by 
Friday 6th July 2018. Any transport requests received after this date will take up to 
two weeks to be considered. 

How we assess who qualifies for transport assistance 

We will give students with special educational needs transport from home to college - up to 
the end of the term in which they reach the age of 25 - as long as: 

 a doctor or suitably-qualified medical professional gives proof in writing that the 
student cannot use existing public or college transport, 

(Note: Where a student is going to college directly after leaving school, we may already 
have up-to-date information about their transport needs so we may not need proof.) 

and  

 the college is: 
o the ‘designated’ college for the student’s home address or 
o nearer to the student’s home than the designated college 

and 

 the student is attending college on a full-time basis – that is at least 16 hours of 
teaching each week. 
 

Notes: 
> Derby College is the ‘designated college’ for students living in Derby. 
> Where Derby College doesn’t offer a particular vocational, that’s work-related, subject, we 
will consider providing transport assistance to the nearest college that does offer the subject 
as long as: 

 the student meets our other criteria, and 

 gives us a letter from Derby College, or any nearer college, that states they cannot 
offer the course the student needs. 
 

This applies only to the general subject area and not to the particular content of the courses. 
We don’t make any exceptions for GCE A/AS level subjects. 

> Where Derby College doesn’t offer a course that allows a student to progress, we will give 
free travel to a college outside the city that does – as long as we decide it’s within 
reasonable travelling distance. 
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> We’ll also consider making an exception to our rules where it’s more difficult for a student 
to go to a particular college because it doesn’t have the right specialist facilities or staff.  

To ask us to make an exception to our rules please contact the Integrated Commissioning 
Team at the address below. You will need to give us a letter from Derby College, or any 
nearer college, if appropriate, that tells us they cannot offer the facilities that the student 
needs. You can ask for an officer review if you don’t agree with the decision we make. 

We do not give help with transport: 

 to and from work experience 

 for students on ‘taster courses’ 

 for induction and enrolment 

 to and from Social Services Day Care Centres, unless this is a more cost-effective 
journey than the journey that already happens from the student’s home. 

> Transport is only provided at standard times for arriving and leaving college at the start 
and end of the college day. 

How to apply for transport assistance 

Request an application form ‘SNS3’ from:  

 Your college 

 Your Vulnerable Learners Service Officer 

 Integrated Commissioning Team, 1st  floor, Council House, Corporation Street, Derby 
DE1 2FS or phone 01332 640749 or email AccessToResources@derby.gov.uk 

Application forms for September 2018 should be returned to the Integrated 
Commissioning Team by Friday 6th July 2018.  Any transport requests received after 
this date will take up to two weeks to be considered. 

Confirmation of transport assistance is subject to the student meeting all the eligibility criteria 
as above. You can ask for a provisional assessment of transport, where transport may be 
agreed subject to confirmation of your course. 

We will write to tell you the outcome of your application. If we do not think the student 
qualifies for transport assistance, you will be informed of what you need to do to request a 
review of the decision. We will complete reviews within four weeks. 

You will need to make a new application for transport assistance each academic year. 

Additional Travel Support for students going to College 

Going to college is a big step for students who need extra help getting around, but there is a 
lot to help you. 
 
College buses 
If you find changing buses difficult or the cost of travel is a factor, some colleges have their 
own direct bus service. These may be free or discounted, and serve several sites, linking in 
with college timetables. Contact your college for more information.  

 For Derby College, visit: www.derby-college.ac.uk/travel-options 

 For Burton and South Derbyshire college, visit:  
www.bsdc.ac.uk/student-life/learner-services/getting-here  

mailto:AccessToResources@derby.gov.uk
http://www.derby-college.ac.uk/travel-options
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 For Central College, visit: www.nottinghamcollege.ac.uk/life-at-college/practical-
help/travelling-to-college 

Regular public buses 
Most college sites are served by regular public buses, visit: www.derbyconnected.com 

 B_line - If you are 16 to 19 you could reduce the cost of bus and train travel by 25% 

with your b_line2 card. 

visit:http://derbyshireyouthinc.com/somewhere_to_go/your_bline_card/default.asp or  

call: 01629 536706/538566 

 Travel passes - If you find counting money difficult, you could use day or weekly bus 
passes, a Mango card or Genie card, available from the bus operators. See their 
websites for more details. Additionally, if you are a Gold card holder you can use this 
on all journeys after 9.30am free of charge 

www.arrivabus.co.uk/student-saver-tickets-   

www.trentbarton.co.uk/fares-and-tickets/mango 
http://www.catchyourbus.co.uk/genie/index.html 
www.derby.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/public-transport/bus-pass-disabled-people/ 
or call: 01629 533190 

 Independent Travel Training - If you feel you will need help to use regular buses, 
speak to your school SENCo about travel training, which your school may be able 
provide for you before you go to college. If your school does not do this, speak to 
your Connexions/LDD advisor. 

Grants and Bursary Funds 
Many colleges offer grants or bursary funds which you may be able to access to help pay 
for additional course-related costs, such as travelling. Students in care or care leavers; 
students from low income families; or students who are disabled may be eligible. If you are 
not in one of these groups you could still be eligible depending on your personal 
circumstances. Contact your college for further information. 

Finally, have you thought about walking or cycling? 
For example, if you live within two miles of the Derby College campus you are studying at, 
you could walk there in less than 30 minutes.  Why waste money getting there? 

For walking routes, visit your college website or www.derbyconnected.com 
For cycling support, visit: www.cyclederby.co.uk/121-cycle-training 

For low-cost scooter or bicycle hire, visit: www.wheelstowork.org  

If you find following directions particularly difficult, there are a range of apps now available 
that can pinpoint your location and help you to reach your destination.  

For more information on travel contact your college or see our ‘Post 16 Transport Policy 
Statement’ www.derby.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/special-
educational-needs-transport/ 
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